Breakout groups by topic (Day I and Day 2)
Topic 1: Policy Context

Countries vary in the extent to which national policies enable private sector to play a role in health care provision.  Enabling or constraining policies can include issues such as ease of import, taxes and tariffs, licensing for private practice, advertising regulations, competition, reach of the public sector and others which the group will identify.

Following the introductory presentation by Michelle Kouletio (based on experiences from Bangladesh), the group should appoint a Chairperson and Rapporteur, Youssef Tawfik will be a resource person for this topic.  The group should then proceed to discuss: 

DAY 1

15.00 – 15.45
Issues and constraints: identify relevant policies and 


policy constraints / issues that 
affect engaging the 


private sector)

15.45 – 16.45
Lessons learned from interventions and ideas for 



improvement:  share and list country-specific 



examples of interventions to address policy issues, 


and distil some lessons / ideas for improvement

16.45 – 17.30
Implementation priorities and roles and 





responsibilities: determine priorities for addressing the 


policy context (for maximum impact engaging the 



private sector for child health, and 

DAY 2

10.45 – 11.15
Implementation priorities and roles and 





responsibilities (cont’d)

11.15 – 12.00
Research gaps and priorities: Discuss research gaps 


and identify priorities (where findings would have 



most impact on improving the policy context)

12.00 – 12.30
Development of summary presentation

Topic 2: Public/ private roles and capacity

Different countries engage the private sector in different ways.  This group will share experiences on the roles of public and private sector and their capacity to carry out these roles

Following the introductory presentation by Suzanne Prysor-Jones or Dr. Bagambisa, the group should appoint a Chairperson and Rapporteur, Tonia Marek or Dr. Chandramouli will be a resource person for this topic.  The group should then proceed to discuss: 

DAY 1

15.00 – 15.45
Issues and constraints/gaps Discuss current roles of 


public and private sectors, and institutions affecting


the engagement of the private sector. Identify areas 


where roles need to be modified, for both the public 


and private sectors. 

15.45 – 16.15
Gaps in capacity Discuss key gaps in capacity 



development in both public and private sectors.

16.15 – 17.00
Lessons learned from interventions and ideas for 



improvement: share experiences and lessons from 



efforts to a. clarify and implement new roles, b. 



change attitudes and improve skills, and c. 




strengthen public or private institutions and note 



ideas for improvement

17.00 – 17.30
Implementation priorities: Identify the key actions to 


change roles and capacities, which will most improve 


public-private partnerships for child health 

DAY 2

10.45 – 11.15
Implementation priorities and roles and 





responsibilities (cont’d)

11.15 – 12.00
Research gaps and priorities: 
12.00 – 12.30
Development of summary presentation
Topic 3: Standardisation / regulation / quality of drugs and commodities

Issues of substandard drugs and commodities are a major concern, particularly where there is a pervasive private sector and especially among informal providers.  This issue is of particular concern at present in relation to treatment of malaria where new more effective and costly antimalarials are being introduced, and the prevalence of fake drugs is increasing.

Following the introductory presentation by a representative from a national pharmacy board, the group should appoint a Chairperson and Rapporteur. Jane Briggs will be a resource person for this topic.  The group should then proceed to discuss: 

DAY 1

15.00 – 15.45
Issues and constraints Compare systems of 




standardisation, regulation and quality control of 



drugs and commodities among countries 




participating. Note key concerns and assess the 



scale of inadequate practice

15.45 – 16.45
Lessons learned from interventions and ideas for 



improvement: Discuss country systems and draw 



lessons from both positive and negative experiences, 


and note ideas for improvement. 

16.45 – 17.30
Implementation priorities and roles and 





responsibilities Discuss priority actions to improve 



standardisation, regulation and quality control of 



drugs and commodities.  Asses what additional 



resources may be needed to achieve the 




improvements

DAY 2

10.45 – 11.15
Implementation priorities and roles and 





responsibilities (cont’d)

11.15 – 12.00
Research gaps and priorities

12.00 – 12.30
Development of summary presentation
Topic 4: Access / coverage / equity (drugs, commodities and services)

In order to scale up child health interventions it is widely agreed that broader engagement of all sources of health care provision is essential, including commercial private sector as well as not-for-profit organisations in addition to public sector.  Different types of providers reach different clients.  The objective of child health programmes is generally to ensure access to good quality health care for all populations and especially vulnerable populations (poor, remote, marginalised).  Coverage needs to increase dramatically to achieve MDG 4.

Following the introductory presentation by Catherine Goodman using the example of Tanzania, the group should appoint a Chairperson and Rapporteur. The group should then proceed to discuss: 

: 

DAY 1

15.00 – 15.45
Issues and constraints Discuss how the private sector 


may increase access to care in different countries for 


different population groups (urban and rural poor, 


less poor, remote, marginalised). Discuss constraints 


in reaching hard to reach populations with child 



health services. Debate the potential and limitations 


of the private sector in increasing coverage.
15.45 – 16.45
Lessons learned from interventions and ideas for 



improvement. Discuss lessons from successful and 


less successful efforts to improve coverage and 



equity, and ideas for improvement.

16.45 – 17.30
Implementation priorities and roles and 





responsibilities. Identify priority approaches and 



interventions to improve access, coverage, and 



equity, indicating roles and responsibilities different 


sectors and partners.



DAY 2

10.45 – 11.15
Implementation priorities and roles and 





responsibilities (cont’d)

11.15 – 12.00
Research gaps and priorities

12.00 – 12.30
Development of summary presentation
Topic 5: Standardisation / regulation / quality of services

The public sector in different countries has different legal frameworks to standardise, regulate and assure quality of services and different levels of enforcement of laws.  The private sector may have its own schemes and associations to assure quality of services, and users will make decisions based on their perceptions of quality and affordability.

Following the introductory presentation, the group should appoint a Chairperson and Rapporteur. The group should then proceed to discuss: 

DAY 1

15.00 – 15.45
Issues and constraints Compare systems of 




standardisation, regulation and quality control of 



services. Note key concerns and assess the scale of 


inadequate practice. 

15.45 – 16.45
Lessons learned from interventions and ideas for 



improvement. Discuss country systems and 




interventions which are working well, drawing 



lessons learned and noting ideas for improvement.

16.45 – 17.30
Implementation priorities and roles and 





responsibilities Discuss priority interventions to 



improve the quality control of services, and assess


what additional resources may be needed to achieve 


the improvements

DAY 2

10.45 – 11.15
Implementation priorities and roles and 





responsibilities (cont’d)

11.15 – 12.00
Research gaps and priorities

12.00 – 12.30
Development of summary presentation
Topic 6: Consumer demand

Whatever the national policies may be, most countries have a thriving private sector for child health, and users often choose private over public health care.  This varies among countries, and also varies in relation to severity of disease and previous history of care seeking.

Following the introductory presentation by Caroline Jones, the group should appoint a Chairperson and Rapporteur, Michelle Folsom or Juan Manuel Urrutia will be a resource person for this topic.  The group should then proceed to discuss: 

DAY 1

15.00 – 15.45
Issues and constraints Discuss the influence that 



consumer demand has on a) service utilization



and b) the quality of care, affecting both the public 


and private sectors. Identify issues with the current 


situation, and constraints to improving it.

15.45 – 16.45
Lessons learned from interventions and ideas for 



improvement Discuss behaviour change interventions 


and their influence or lack of influence on treatment 


seeking behaviour, noting lessons learned and ideas 


for improvement.

16.45 – 17.30
Implementation priorities and roles and 





responsibilities  Identify priority actions to a) influence 


consumer demand and b) satisfy consumer demand

DAY 2

10.45 – 11.15
Implementation priorities and roles and 





responsibilities (cont’d)

11.15 – 12.00
Research gaps and priorities

12.00 – 12.30
Development of summary presentation
